
Commentary on
Midrash Rabba in the

Sixteenth Century

The Or ha-Sekhel of Abraham ben Asher

BENJAMIN WILLIAMS

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

List of Figures ix

Introduction to Midrash Rabba and its Readers 1

1. Midrash in the Sixteenth-Century Ottoman Empire 9
2. Midrash Rabba and Its Commentaries 21

3. From Safed to Venice—Abraham ben Asher and
the Publication of the ’Or ha-Sekhel 46

4. Abraham ben Asher’s Commentary—An Examination
of Selected Texts 64

5. Pseudo-Rashi’s Commentary on Genesis Rabba 139

6. Conclusion: The ’Or ha-Sekhel and Its Reception 164

Appendices
Appendix 1. Genesis Rabba 39:1 (’Or ha-Sekhel, f. 8la—b) 179
Appendix 2. Genesis Rabba 18:4 (’Or ha-Sekhel, f. 47a) 182
Appendix 3. Genesis Rabba 60:13 (’Or ha-Sekhel,

ff. 122b-123a) 183
Appendix 4. Genesis Rabba 1:1 (Or ha-Sekhel, f. 2a-b) 184
Appendix 5. Genesis Rabba 69:1 (Or ha-Sekhel, f. 141a-b) 187
Appendix 6. Solomon le-Vet ha-Levi on Genesis Rabba 69:1

(ff. 74b-75b) 189
Appendix 7. Samuel Yafeh on Genesis Rabba 69:1 (vol. 1,

ff. 401b-402a) 191

Bibliography 193
Figures 211
Index 221


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


