
A Cognitive Grammar
of Japanese Clause Structure

Toshiyuki Kumashiro
Keio University

John Benjamins Publishing Company

Amsterdam / Philadelphia



Table of contents

List of figures xv
List of tables xxi
List of abbreviations xxi
Acknowledgments xxm

CHAPTER 1

Introduction i
1.1 Goals 1

1.1.1 Conceptualization of double-entity events 2
1.1.2 Different levels of subjects 6
1.1.3 The conceptual basis of case marking 7

1.2 Organization 8
1.3 An introduction to cognitive grammar 9

1.3.1 Basic concepts 9
1.3.2 Lexical semantics 11
1.3.3 Classes and constructions 13

1.3.3.1 Lexical classes 13
1.3.3.2 Constructions 15

1.3.4 Clause structure 18
1.3.4.1 Conceptual archetypes 18
1.3.4.2 Grammatical relations 19

1.3.5 Marked coding 20
1.3.5.1 Setting-participant constructions 21
1.3.5.2 Reference-point constructions 22

CHAPTER2

Subjecthood tests 25
2.1 Introduction 25
2.2 Shibatani ( 1990 ) 25
2.3 Subject honorification 25
2.4 Reflexive binding 27
2.5 Sentence coordination 27
2.6 pro and PRoarb 29



viii A Cognitive Grammar of Japanese Clause Structure

2.7 Quantifier float 30
2.8 More on reflexive binding 33

2.8.1 Iida(1996) 34
2.8.2 A Cognitive-grammar analysis 35

2.9 Conclusion 36

chapter 3
The semantic structure of the nominative-accusative construction 37
3.1 Introduction 37
3.2 The agent-theme schema 38
3.3 The experiencer-theme schema 41
3.4 The mover-space schema 44
3.5 Conclusion 47

chapter 4
The semantic structure of the dative-nominative construction 49
4.1 Introduction 49
4.2 The participant-subject construction 51

4.2.1 The existential construction 52
4.2.2 The applicative construction 53
4.2.3 Grammatical relations 56
4.2.4 The participant-subject schema 58

4.3 The setting-subject construction 59
4.3.1 The possessive construction 59
4.3.2 The evaluative construction 62
4.3.3 The potential construction 64

4.3.3.1 The semantic structure of potentiality 65
4.3.3.2 The potential verb 66
4.3.3.3 The potential suffix 68
4.3.34 The potential suffix and nominative-accusative marking 70
4-3-3-5 Implicitly potential verbs 72

4.3.4 The setting-subject schema 73
4.4 The split-subject construction 76

4.4.1 The subjective-judgment construction 76
4.4.1.1 The semantic structure 76
4.4.1.2 Grammatical relations 78

4.4.2 The ¿rw-possessive construction 84
44.2.1 Ej functioning as clause-level subject 85
44.2.2 E 2 functioning as predicate-level subject 86
44.2.3 Historical motivation 87



Table of contents ix

4.4.3 Motivations for split subjecthood 88
4.4.4 The split-subject schema 94

4.5 Symbolic assemblies 94
4.5.1 The participant-subject construction 94
4.5.2 The setting-subject construction 98
4.5.3 The split-subject construction 100

4.6 More on grammatical relations 103
4.6.1 On the subjecthood of E L in the subjective-judgment

construction 103
4.6.1.1 Clefting without a particle 104
4.6.1.2 Clefting with a particle 105
4.6.1.3 Ni/ga alternation 108
4.6.1.4 Possessor ascension 108

4.6.2 On the grammatical status of E 2 in the setting-subject
construction 109

4.7 A controversy over grammatical relations 112
4.7.1 Shibatani ( 2001 ) 112
4.7.2 Kishimoto ( 2004 ) 113
4.7.3 Problems with Shibatani 114
4.7.4 Problems with Kishimoto 115
4.7.5 Resolution of the controversy 118

4.8 Conclusion 119

chapter 5
The semantic structure of the bi-clausal double-nominative construction
5.1 Introduction 121
5.2 Basic characterization 123

5.2.1 The clausal structure 123
5.2.2 The semantic structure 127
5.2.3 Symbolic assembly 129

5.3 Ej corresponding to the reference point of E 2 130
5.3.1 Acceptable relationships 130
5.3.2 Unacceptable relationships 133
5.3.3 The clausal structure 136
5.3.4 The schema 137

5.4 Ej corresponding to the reference point of a predicate nominal 138
5.4.1 The semantic structure 138
5.4.2 The clausal structure 139

121



x A Cognitive Grammar of Japanese Clause Structure

5.5 Ej corresponding to a setting for the embedded event 140
5.5.1 The semantic structure 140
5.5.2 The clausal structure 144
5.5.3 The schema 145

5.6 Ej corresponding to a prominent element of the embedded event 146
5.6.1 Acceptable relationships 146
5.6.2 Unacceptable relationships 150
5.6.3 More on the accessibility condition 154
5.6.4 The clausal structure 161
5.6.5 The schema 163

5.7 The predication schema 163
5.8 Conclusion 164

chapter 6
The semantic structure of the mono-clausal double-nominative
construction 165
6.1 Introduction 165
6.2 Basic characterization 168

6.2.1 The clausal structure 168
6.2.2 The semantic structure 171
6.2.3 Symbolic assemblies 173
6.2.4 Scalar interpretation 177

6.3 The productive complex-predicate construction 180
6.3.1 The inalienable possessive relationship 181
6.3.2 The agent-action relationship 184
6.3.3 The productive complex-predicate schema 186

6.4 The lexical complex-predicate construction 187
6.4.1 E[ associated with E 2 187
6.4.2 Ej associated with a predicate nominal (

tokui
) 194

6.4.3 Ej associated with a predicate nominal (
suki

) 197
6.4.4 The lexical complex-predicate schema 201

6.5 The adjectival-experiencer construction 202
6.5.1 Basic data 203

6.5.1.1 Sensations 203
6.5.1.2 Emotions 204
6.5.1.3 Desires 205

6.5.2 The clausal structure 206



Table of contents xi

6.5.3 The semantic structure 207
6.5.3.1 Experience as an internal state 207
6.5.3.2 Symbolic assembly 213
6.5.3.3 Internal vs. externalized experience 215

6.5.4 The desiderative construction 217
6.5.4.1 Suffixes -tai and -tagaru 217
6.54.2 Nominative-accusative marking 218

6.5.5 Comparison with the dative-nominative construction 220
6.5.6 The adjectival-experiencer schema 227

6.6 On the grammatical status of E 2 228
6.7 On triple-nominative sentences 231
6.8 A controversy over grammatical relations and clausal complexity 234

6.8.1 Shibatani (1977) and Shibatani and Cotton (1977) 235
6.8.2 Kuno (1978b) 236
6.8.3 Shibatani (1990) 238
6.84 Shibatani (2001) 239

6.9 Conclusion 240

CHAPTER 7

The semantic structure of the topic construction 241
7.1 Introduction 241
7.2 An overview of the proposed and previous analyses 241
7.3 Reference-point constructions 244
7.4 Simultaneous vs. sequential reference-point constructions 246
7.5 Layering of reference-point constructions and relational topics 251
7.6 Topic vs. predication 254
7.7 Topicalized vs. scrambled sentences 259
7.8 Conclusion 261

chapter 8

The semantic structure of the nominative case marker ga 263
8.1 Introduction 263
8.2 A preview of the proposed analysis 264
8.3 An overview of the previous syntactic analyses 266

8.3.1 Kuno (1973) 266
8.3.2 Kuroda(1965) 267
8.3.3 Saito(1982) 267

8.4 Approaches to the semantics of case 269
8.5 The outline of the proposed analysis 270



xii A Cognitive Grammar of Japanese Clause Structure

8.6 The active-participant schema 271
8.6.1 The schema 271
8.6.2 The representation 274
8.6.3 The composition 276

8.7 The interaction-chain-head schema 278
8.8 The event-chain-head schema 280
8.9 Constructions examined in the previous chapters 285

8.9.1 The dative-nominative construction 285
8.9.2 The double-nominative construction 286

8.10 On nominative marking and subjecthood 288
8.11 Conclusion 289

CHAPTER 9

Conclusion 291
9.1 Organization 291
9.2 Summaries 291

9.2.1 Chapter 2: Subjecthood tests 291
9.2.2 Chapter 3: The nominative-accusative construction 292
9.2.3 Chapter 4: The dative-nominative construction 293
9.2.4 Chapter 5: The bi-clausal double-nominative construction 300
9.2.5 Chapter 6: The mono-clausal double-nominative construction 304
9.2.6 Chapter 7: The topic construction 309
9.2.7 Chapter 8: The nominative case marker ga 313

9.3 An overview of the main achievements 315
9.3.1 Conceptualization of double-entity events 316
9.3.2 Different levels of subjects 318
9.3.3 The conceptual basis of case marking 318
9.3.4 Theoretical implications 319

9.4 An outlook on future research possibilities 320
9.4.1 Further research into the conceptual basis of grammar 320
9.4.2 The conceptual basis of grammar in Japanese linguistics 323
9.4.3 Possibilities of empirical research 326

9.4.3.1 Possibilities of experimental and corpus-based research 327
94.3.2 Possible experimental and corpus-based investigations 328

APPENDIX

Summaries of constructions from Chapters 3-6 333
A.i Introduction 333
a. 2 A summary of constructions from Chapter 3 333

A.2.1 Subtypes 333



Table of contents xm

a.2.2 Data 334

a.2.2.1 Basic subtypes 334

A.2.2.2 The agent-theme schema 334

A.2.2.3 The experiencer-theme schema 334

A.2.2.4 The mover-space schema 335

a.2.3 The semantic structure 335

A.2.3.1 The overall structure 335

A.2.3.2 Basic subtipes 336

A.2.3.3 Subschemas of the agent-theme schema 336

A.2.3.4 Subschemas of the experiencer-theme schema 337

A.2.3.5 Subschemas of the mover-space schema 337

A.3 A summary of constructions from Chapter 4 338

A.3.1 Subtypes 338

A.3.2 Data 338

A.3.2.1 The participant-subject construction 338

A.3.2.2 The setting-subject construction 339

A.3.2.3 The split-subject construction 339

A.3.3 Grammatical relations 339

A.3.3.1 Basic patterns 339

A.3.3.2 The participant-subject construction 340

A.3.3.3 The setting-subject construction 340

A.3.3.4 The split-subject construction 341

A.3.4 The semantic structure 341

A.3.4.1 The overall structure 341

A.3.4.2 Basic subtypes 342

A.3.4.3 The participant-subject construction 343

A.3.4.4 The setting-subject construction 344

A.3.4.5 The split-subject construction 345

A.4 A summary of constructions from Chapter 5 345

A.4.1 Subtypes 345

A.4.2 Data 346

A.4.2.1 Basic subtypes 346

A.4.2.2 Ej corresponding to the reference point of E 2 347

A.4.2.3 Ej corresponding to the reference point of a predicate

nominal 347

a. 4.2.4 Ej corresponding to a setting for the embedded event 348

A.4.2.5 Ej corresponding to a prominent element of the embedded

event 348

a. 4.3 The clausal structure 349



xiv A Cognitive Grammar of Japanese Clause Structure

A.4.4 The semantic structure 350

A.4.4.1 The overall structure 350

A.4.4.2
Ej corresponding to the reference point of E 2 351

A.4.4.3
Ej corresponding to the reference point of a predicate
nominal 351

A.4.4.4
Ej corresponding to a setting for the embedded event 352

A.4.4.5
Ej corresponding to a prominent element of the embedded
event 352

A.5 A summary of constructions from Chapter 6 352

A.5.1 Subtypes 352
A.5.2 Data 353

A.5.2.1 Basic subtypes 353

A.5.2.2 The productive complex-predicate construction 353

A.5.2.3 The lexical complex-predicate construction 354

A.5.2.4 The adjectival-experiencer construction 354
A.5.3 The clausal structure 354

A.5.4 The semantic structure 355

A.5.4.1 The overall structure 355

A.5.4.2 The productive complex-predicate construction 356

A.5.4.3 The lexical complex-predicate construction 356

A.5.4.4 The adjectival-experiencer construction 356
a. 6 A tabulated summary of constructions from Chapters 3-6 357

References
Index

359
371


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]
	[Seite 7]
	[Seite 8]
	[Seite 9]


