
Contents
Introduction 6

1 Approaching post-colonial writing 10

Transcultural writing

VS. Naipaul and Salman Rushdie: the problem of context 10
Michael Ondaatje: the search for identity 14

India

The historical and cultural context: British rule and Indian culture 16
Pre-independence literature: the development of the Indian novel 19
Mulk Raj Anand 19
RajaRao 20
R.K. Narayan 21
The historical and cultural context: independence and partition 22
Post-independence Indian writing 23
Salman Rushdie 24
Anita Desai 26
Arundhati Roy 28

Africa

The historical and cultural context 29
Modem African writing in English 32
ChinuaAchebe 33
Wole Soyinka . 35
Ngugi wa Thiong’o 38
South Africa: the historical and cultural context 40
South African literature and apartheid 41
Athol Fugard 42
Nadine Gordimer 42
J.M. Coetzee 44
Post-apartheid South Africa 46

The Caribbean

The historical and cultural context
The 1930s and 1940s: asserting a Caribbean identity

48
52



C.L.R. James 52
VS. Reid 53
Una Marson and Louise Bennett 54
Independence and post-independence: the political and cultural background 55
Derek Walcott 56
Kamau Brathwaite 58
Assignments 59

2 Approaching the texts 61
The use of indigenous traditions 61
The appropriation of English 63
Post-colonial literature and the English canon 64
Gender 66
The range of texts within post-colonial writing 68
Assignments 69

3 Texts and extracts 70

Colonial writing
Joseph Conrad from‘Heart of Darkness’ 70

India

Mulk Raj Anand from Coolie 71
Raja Rao from Kanthapura 73
R.K. Narayan from The English Teacher 74
Salman Rushdie from Midnight’s Children 76
Anita Desai from In Custody IT

Africa

Chinua Achebe from Things Fall Apart 78
Ngugi wa Thiong’o from A Grain of Wheat 80
Wole Soyinka from Madmen and Specialists 81
VS. Naipaul from A Bend in the River 83
Tsitsi Dangarembga from Nervous Conditions 84
Ben Okri from The Famished Road 86

South Africa

Athol Fugard from The Coat 88
Nadine Gordimer from Burger’s Daughter 89
J.M. Coetzee from Life and Times ofMichael K 90 >,
i



The Caribbean

C.L.R. James irom Minty Alley 92
V S. Reid from New Day 93
Una Marson ‘Kinky Hair Blues’ 95
Louise Bennett from ‘Jamaica Oman’ 96

V.S. Naipaul irom Miguel Street 97
Derek Walcott from Part IV of A Simple Flame’ 98
Kamau Brathwaite from ‘Wings of a Dove’ 100

4 Critical approaches 102
The influence of theory on post-colonial criticism 102
Key concepts in post-colonial criticism 103
Feminist criticism 111

How to write about post-colonial literature 113
How to write about colonial literature 115

Writing about English literature from a post-colonial perspective 116
Assignments 117

5 Resources 119
Bibliography of texts discussed 119
Further reading 120
Glossary 123

Index

Acknowledgements

126
128


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


