TAM Markers and Absence of
TAM Markers in Auxiliary-Main
Verb Phrases in Kiswahili

A Study of their Patterns and Distributions

Assibi A. Amidu

2026
LINCOM GmbH



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface and acknowledgements Page  ix
Tables and diagrams Xi
Abbreviations and symbols Xii

CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION

1

1.0 Aims and objectives I
2.0 Scope of study 2
3.0 Tense (T) or tense-aspect-mood (TAM) and finiteness in Kiswahili verbs 2
4.0 Tense-aspect-mood (TAM) markers of Kiswahili 6
5.0 The simplification of TAM combinations in SPCs in traditional descriptions 7
5.1 Further cases of oversimplification in descriptions of SPCs 21
6.0 Conditional present {ki} and participle present {ki} revisited 2
7.0 Negative inflection and relativized auxihiary verbs in SPCs 33
7.1 SPCs or auxiliary-main verb phrases with in-verb relative markers in V1 38
7.1.1 Non-TAM-bearing finite copular V1 and non-TAM-bearing finite copular

main verb 39
7.1.2 TAM-bearing finite copular VI and non-TAM-bearing finite copular main

verb 48
7.2 TAM-bearing finite copular V1 plus non-TAM-bearing finite copular V2

plus TAM-bearing finite verb as main verb 50
7.3 TAM-bearing finite verb at VI and TAM-bearing finite verb as main verb 51
7.3.1 More on TAM-bearing finite verb at V| and TAM-bearing finite verb as

main verb 55
7.4 TAM-bearing finite verb at VI and non-TAM-bearing non-finite verb as

main verb 60
8.0 A grouping of auxiliary verbs at V1 in terms of finiteness in SPCs 63
9.0 Conclusion 74
CHAPTER 2 TAM AND NON-TAM IN AUXILIARY-MAIN VERB PHRASES

(PART 1) 76
1.0 Introduction 76
1.1 Scope of the study 78
2.0 Prolegomena to the distribution of TAM and non-TAM markers 78
3.0 Distribution of TAM markers and non-TAM markers 9l
3.1 Present TAM markers and other TAM markers and non-TAM elements 91
3.2 The past TAM markers and other TAM and non-TAM elements 146
3.3 The future TAM marker and other TAM markers and non-TAM elements 258
CHAPTER 3 TAM AND NON-TAM IN AUXILIARY-MAIN VERB PHRASES

(PART 2) 274
1.0 Introduction 274
2.0 The distribution of TAM markers and non-TAM elements continued 274

vii



2

12
S

24.1

2.5
CHAPTER 4
1.0

2.0

3.0

3.1

4.0

Bibliography

The participle present TAM and other TAM markers and non-TAM

elements 275
The subjunctive TAM marker and other TAM markers and non-TAM
elements 292
The narrative subjunctive TAM marker and other TAM markers and
non-TAM elements 310
The conditional TAM markers {ki}, {nge}. {ngeli/ngali}, and {...a...po}

and other TAM markers and non-TAM elements 313
A note on suppositional conditional present TAM marker {...a...po} 364
The concessive TAM markers and other TAM markers and non-TAM
elements 396

NON-TAM OR ABSENCE OF TAM AND TAM IN AUXILIARY -

MAIN VERB PHRASES 426
Introduction 426
Verbs without TAM markers and verbs with TAM markers 427
Non-TAM-taking copular verbs and TAM-taking verbs 427
Non-TAM-taking copular verbs with non-TAM verbs and/or TAM marked
verbs 427
Conclusion 472
474

viii



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


