The Art of Writing Fiction

Second Edition

Andrew Cowan

% Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



Contents

o

Introduction

Writers' routines

A =

When where what. ..
Time-wasting
Friends and foes
What where when. ..

Write about what you know: observational journals

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Write about what you don’t know you know: automatic writing

11.

12.
13.

14.

Keeping an observational journal
Keeping a scrapbook

Weather report

Street life

Workplace

Home life

First thoughts

First things

First thoughts, second thoughts
First drafts

Don’t tell me...

15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20).

Telling it slant
Don’t mention it
How does this feel?
Sightless

Hyacinths

Scene and summary

6

10
15
16

—
o 0

=

[CVI CO TN S0 I [ I (8
o

2
oo~

35



vi  Contents

5 Write about what you used to know: remembering and place 67
21. Lost things 70
22. Lost lands 70
23. Lost selves 71
24. Lost loves 71
25. ‘Lost’ 72
26. Departures 74
27. Typical 76
28. Untypical 77
29. A place 78
30. A person 80

6 Write about who vou know: character 31
31. A portrait of yourself as you are to vourself 84
32. A portrait of vourself as you are to someone else 85
33. Twenty questions 86
34, Q&A gimmick 90
35. Notes towards a character 91
36. Envelopes 92
37. A character as an item of furniture 93
38. Sull life 97
39. Two characters 100

7 Voices 102
40. Oral history 105
41. Conversation 106
42. Formatting dialogue 108
43. Dramatic twist 11
44. Cross-purposes 113
45. Vernacular voices 118
46. In summary 120

8 Viewpoints 124
47. Something is happening out there 126
48. Something else 1s happening 131
49. Captors and captives 133
50. Eye witness 134
51. You 138
52. You, too 140
53. Third, and finally 146



9

10

in

Middles, ends, beginnings: structure
54. Story vs plot

55. Driagnostics

56. Beginning middle end

57. Because

58. n times what happened once
59. Pause

60. Middle beginning end

61. End middle beginning

62. Sub-plotting

63. Shuffling

64. Never mind ‘because’...

65. Mapping

66. Rearranging

Making strange: defamiliarisation
67. Literally

68. Figuratively

69. Lipogram

70. Given words

71. Given moods

72. Exercises in style

73. Mathews’s Algorithm (almost)
74. Honzontal

75. Vertical

Making clear: revision, grammar, and punctuation
76. Punctuation

77. Some more First Thoughts

78. Prepositions

79. Checklist

80. Next thoughts

81. Simple

82. Compound

83. Complex

84. Compound-complex

Contents

Vil
147
147
149
153
155
157
157
159
159
160
161
164
165
167

168
169
169
173
175
175
178
179
181
183

185
185
185
187
189
190
197
199
203
206



vinn  Contents

12 Workshopping

Appendix: Approaching agents & publishers
85. Approaching agents & publishers

Bibliography
Index



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


