
Contents

Illustrations ix
Acknowledgements xiii
Preface xvii

I. THE PAINTER AND HIS WORLD

1 PORTRAYAL 3
Provenance and Date 3
A Hidden Meaning? 6

2 HANS HOLBEIN 11
Master Painter 13
Holbein’s First Visit to England 16
Return to Basel 19
London Again 21
Death and Reputation 24

3 THE TWO AMBASSADORS 29
The World of Diplomacy 29
Jean de Dinteville 33
The First London Embassy and the King’s Divorce 37
The Second Visit to London 39
Georges de Selve 41
After Cranmer’s Judgement 44
Further Embassies and Final Retreat 47
Diplomatic Catholics 49

4 NICOLAUS KRATZER 53
Astronomy and the Liberal Arts 54
Wandering Scholar 56
Thomas More and Oxford 59
Kratzer and the Continent 61
Kratzer at Court 64
The Mind’s Construction 66



71
73
78

81
82
83
86
90
93
94
99

106
108

115
115
118
119
121

125
126
129
133
136
139

141
141
144
144

146
148
152

154
160

THE AMBASSADORS’ SECRET

II. THE PAINTING

STRANGE DEVICES
Lines and Method
On Detecting Anomaly

INSTRUMENTS FOR THE HEAVENS

The Celestial Globe and Holbein’s Viewpoints
The Globe and the Painting’s Perspective
The Setting of the Celestial Globe
The Cylinder Dial
The Compound Solar Instrument
The Quadrant
The Polyhedral Dial
The Polyhedral Dial: What the Painter Saw
The Torquetum

THE MUNDANE LEVEL
The Terrestrial Globe and the Dividers
The Arithmetic Book and Set-Square
The Musical Instruments
The Hymnal

THE DISTORTED SKULL

The Scrots Anamorphic Portrait
Skull and Sun
Right and Left Eyes
Technique
Another Anamorph?

FROM APELLES TO AN ABBEY PAVEMENT

The Apelles Line
The Gloves Line
The St Michael-Rome Line
The Orb of Instruments, Solomon’s Seal

and the White Strip
Hexagram and Moon
The Turkey Rug
The Abbey Pavement and the Form of

the Universe
Holbein’s Pavement



CONTENTS vii

10 HINTS OF ASTROLOGY 165

The Horoscope Square 168

The Horoscope’s Detail 174

The Hexagram and the Planets 180
A Note on Golden Section 183

III. THE MEANING

11 SHADOW AND TRUTH 187

The Place of the Skull 188

The Theme of Twenty-Seven 191
Memento Mori 192

12 TOUCHED BY THE OCCULT? 197

Magic and Angels 198

Metaphors of Spirit 201

Humanism and Magic 205
Gematria and the Cabala 208

Agrippa and the Luxuriance of Occult Belief 210

An Alchemical Image? 214

13 AIR ON A BROKEN STRING 219

Rome and the Lyre 223

Division and the Harmony of the World 225

14 THEOLOGIES OF THE CROSS 231

Colet, More and the Sun 231

More and the Crucifixion 232

Luther’s ‘Theology of the Cross’ 234

15 SYMBOLS OF THE MILLENNIUM 237

Ram, Cross and Creation 239

Cygnus and the Cross 244

The Rituals of Good Friday 246
Fears for the Mid-Millennium 249

16 ON PAINTERS AND AUTHORS 253

A Shared Tradition? 257

Chaucer at the Court of Henry
VIII

260
The True Author 263



THE AMBASSADORS’ SECRETviii

17 APELLES AND CLIO 267

Appendix 1: Piero della Francesca’s Baptism of Christ 273
Appendix 2: The Compound Solar Instrument 281
Appendix 3: Rabanus Maurus and Solomon’s Throne 284
Appendix 4: Holbein and Chaucer Compared 288
Notes 291
Bibliography 323
Index 331


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


