
Table of Contents

List of Tables...........................................................................................viii

List of Figures............................................................................................ix

Acknowledgements..................... xii

Introduction..................... xiii

Chapter One........................................................ 1
A Conceptual Approach to Language.........................................................1

1.1. Psychological foundations of language..........................................1
1.1.1. Human visual perception.......................................................1
1.1.2. Knowledge and imagery........................................................7

1.2. Cognitive foundations of language..............................................10
1.2.1. Embodied experience..........................................................10
1.2.2. Organization of conceptual structure...................................16
1.2.3. Trajector and landmark........................................................35

1.3. Emergent meaning.......................................................................36
1.3.1. Knowledge representations and meaning in language.........36
1.3.2. Usage and frequency...........................................................43
1.3.3. Meaning construction..........................................................45

1.4. Summary......................................................................................58

Chapter Two.............................................................................................59
The Grammar of Prepositions

2.1. The morphology of prepositions..................................................59
2.1.1. Simple prepositions.............................................................62
2.1.2. Complex prepositions..........................................................63
2.1.3. Compound prepositions.......................................................64
2.1.4. Overlap between prepositions and other word classes........65
2.1.5. The morphology of the preposition over .............................69

2.2. The syntax of prepositions...........................................................72
2.2.1. Complements of prepositions..............................................73
2.2.2. Syntactic function of prepositional phrases.........................75
2.2.3. Modifiers.............................................................................79



VI Table of Contents

2.2.4. Syntactic differences between prepositions and other
speech parts.............................................................................80

2.2.5. Stranded (deferred) prepositions.........................................92
2.2.6. Phrasal and prepositional verbs...........................................95

2.3. Syntactic features of the preposition over ..................................101
2.3.1. Complements of the preposition over ................................101
2.3.2. Syntactic functions of prepositional phrases headed

by the preposition over ..........................................................103
2.3.3. Syntactic differences between the preposition over

and other word classes...........................................................104
2.3.4. Stranded preposition over ..................................................108

2.4. Syntactic properties of the preposition over-labelled tree
diagrams......................................................................................109

2.5. Summary....................................................................................138

Chapter Three.........................................................................................140
Semantic and Prototypical Aspects of the English Preposition Over

3.1. Etymology of over.....................................................................140
3.2. Evolution of over .......................................................................149
3.3. The senses of the preposition over .............................................153

3.3.1. The primary sense of over .................................................154
3.3.2. The A-B-C Trajectory Cluster...........................................157
3.3.3. The Covering Sense...........................................................180
3.3.4. The Examining Sense........................................................183
3.3.5. The vertical elevation or Up Cluster..................................187
3.3.6. The Reflexive Sense..........................................................196

3.4. Geometric relations of the preposition over ...............................201
3.4.1. Range of geometries of the TR and the LM......................204
3.4.2. Asymmetry of LM.............................................................210
3.4.3. Secondary Reference Objects and Frames of Reference... 211
3.4.4. Perspective Point...............................................................217
3.4.5. Distribution of Attention...................................................220
3.4.6. Force Dynamics.................................................................223
3.4.7. Fundamental Categories of Spatial Structure....................224

3.5. Functional relations of the preposition over...............................230
3.6. Summary....................................................................................238

Conclusion 239



The Polysemy of Over vii

Appendix A: The List of Sentences and Phrases Discussed...................246

Appendix B: List of Abbreviations.........................................................260

Appendix C: Abbreviations and Bibliography for Section 3.1...............261

Appendix D: Database of the Preposition Over ......................................265
Sentences employing the preposition over ........................................265
Compounds with the preposition over ..............................................284

Bibliography...........................................................................................286


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


