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Japan adopred the Gregorian calendar in 1872 so that the day after second day of the twelfth
month became 1 January 1873. Until then they had used a lunar calendar which required the
addition of an intercalary month every three years. In this work, therefore, we refer to months
as first month, second month etc. until 1872 after which the modern convention of referring

to January, February etc. is applied.
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