
Contents

Preface

Abbreviations

1 Introduction .

1.1 Subject of Inquiry •

1.2 History of Research
1.2.1 The History-of-Religions School
1.2.2 Willy Rordorf
1.2.3 Samuele Bacchiocchi
1.2.4 Scholarly Discussion in the Past Three Decades

1.3 Method and Structure
1.4 Thesis

11

14

15
15
17•

17
18
21•

26
32
35

2 The Sabbath in the Old Testament and Intertestamental Judaism 37
2.1 The Sabbath in the Hebrew Scriptures 37

2.1.1 The Origin of the Sabbath
2.1.2 The Sabbath after the Exile
2.1.3 The Sabbath in the Torah

2.2 The Sabbath in Intertestamental Judaism
2.3 The Jews in the Roman World

2.3.1 Attitudes toward Jews and Judaism
2.3.2 Proselytes and Godfearers in the Synagogue
2.3.3 The Nations in the World to Come

37
45
52
64
71
71
73
74

2.4 Results 76

3.1 Paul's Reference to Days
3 The Scrupulous Observanceof Days (Galatians 4 :8-11)

3.2 Examination of Galatians 4 :8-11
3.2.1 Analysis of the Unit as a Whole
3.2.2 Analysis of Paul's Audience

.... 79
79
83
83
84....

3.2.3 Excursus : The Elements of the World 89



3.2.4 Time Markers: Evidence of Apostasy (Verse 10)
3. 3 The Function of Galatians 4 :8-11 in Paul's Argument

3.3.1 Overview of the Epistle to the Galatians
3.3.2 Galatians 4 : 8-11 in Context

3.4 Verification . .

3.4.1 Refutation of the Competing Mission '

3.4.2 Paul's Position: Why Was It Controversial?
3.4.3 Days in the Overall Context of Paul's Theology

3.5 Results

4 Gleaning Grain on the Sabbath in the Synoptics

97
101•

101
104
106
106
114
125
134

138
4.1 The Grainfield Episode in the Gospel of Mark

4.1.1 Analysis of Mark 2 :23-28 .
143
143

4.1.4 Summary

4.2.1 Analysis of Luke 6: 1-5

4.2.4 Summary

4.1.2 The Sabbath in the Context of Mark's Gospel
4.1.3 The Practice of Mark's Community

4.2 Luke's Use of the Grainfield Episode

4.2.2 The Sabbath in the Context of Luke-Acts
4.2.3 The Practice of Luke's Community

4.3 Matthew's Use of the Grainfield Episode

152•

155
158
161
161
162•

167
169
170

4.3.1 Analysis of Matthew 12 : 1–8 170
4.3.2 The Sabbath in the Context of Matthew's Gospel 175
4.3.3 The Practice of Matthew's Community 180
4.3.4 Summary

4.4 The Grainfield Episode before Mark . . .
182
183

4.4.1 Evidence for a Pre-Markan Tradition
4.4.2 Inferences about the Carriers of Tradition
4.4.3 Inferences about the Historical Jesus

4.5 Results

5 The Sabbath in the FourthGospel
5.1 A Sabbath Healing Controversy (John 5: 1–18)

5.1.1 Text and Structure
5.1.2 The Healing Miracle (John 5 : 1-9a) .

5.1.3 The Controversy Dialogue (John 5:9b-18)

183
194• •

197
199

204
205• • •

... 205
210
214•

5.1.4 A Second Reference to This Healing (John 7 : 14–24) . 223



5.2 A Second Sabbath Healing (John 9)
5.3 The Charges against Jesus

5.3.1 Jesus Tells the Man to Carry His Pallet

227
233
233

5.3.2 Jesus Abolishes the Sabbath and Makes Himself Equal to
God (5:18) 235

5.3.3 Jesus Is a Sinner (9:16, 24 ) , Demon-Possessed and Mad
(10:20) 238

5.3.4 Summary 239
5.4 Jesus Defends His Sabbath Activity 240

5.4.1 The Comparison to Circumcision (7:23 ) 240•

5.4.2 Participation in the Unceasing Work of the
Father (5:17) 243

5.4.3 The Identity of Jesus as One Sent from God 245
5.4.4 Summary 246

5.5 The Significance of the Sabbath in the Fourth Gospel 247..
5.5.1 Does wç äptɩ (5:17) Imply an End to the Sabbath? . 247
5.5.2 Is the Sabbath a Symbol of Divine Reality ? 252
5.5.3 The Great Sabbath of John 19 ... 253
5.5.4 The Sunday Evening Appearances of the Risen Jesus . 254

5.6 From Narrative to History 256
5.7 Results 259

6 Additional Writings from the First Christian Century . .. 266
6.1 The Sabbath Celebration That Remains (Hebrews 4 : 9 ) ... 266

6.1.1 Analysis of the Context .
6.1.2 The Meaning of God's Rest and the Σaßßatioµos ...

6.1.3 Summary
6.2 The Sabbath in the Epistle of Barnabas

6.2.1 Examination of Barnabas 15

267
275
281
282
283

6.2.2 The Sabbath in the Context of the Epistle of Barnabas 294
6.2.3 The Significance of the Results for This Investigation 299.
6.2.4 Summary ..

6. 3 The Sabbath in the Gospel ofThomas
302
302
305

...... 306
6.3.1 Examination of Logion 27 in Greek and Coptic
6.3.2 Exploration of the Old Testament Background
6.3.3 The Sabbath in the Context of the Gospel ofThomas 308
6.3.4 Comparison of Logion 27 to the New Testament ... 315
6.3.5 Analogous Statements in Early Church Fathers. 318



6.3.6 Possible Interpretations of the Sabbath in Logion 27. 320
6.3.7 Summary 323

7 Conclusion 325
7.1 Summary of Results 325
7.2 Historical Reconstruction 334
7.3 Hermeneutical Reflection 340
7.4 Relevance for Contemporary Worship Practice 344

Select Bibliography 348
A. Sources .. 348
B. Lexica and Tools 351•

C. Secondary Literature 354

Index of Ancient Literature 382


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


