CONTENTS

Preface
Acknowledgments
Abbreviations

Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION: READING THE CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES
AS A WOMAN-CENTRED CRITIC

1. Revealing the Truth

2. Revealing Which Text?

What Does the Emperor’s Nakedness Signify?

The Aims of the Present Work

The Shape of the Study

Methodological Considerations

The Shining Garment of the Text

e o LR

PART 1

Chapter 2

HAVING HIS CAKE AND EATING IT: THE SYMBOLISM OF
GENDER IN AUGUSTINE’S TRACTATES ON THE PROLOGUE
OF JOHN’S GOSPEL

1. Introduction

2. Female Figures in Augustine’s Tractates

on the Prologue of John’s Gospel

The Feminine Identification of Carnality

The Word Made Flesh?

Woman and the Feminine and Gender Hierarchy

in Relation to Dualism and Original Sin

Conclusions

ST

o

11
12

13
13

17
19
22
25
31

34
34

36
42
47

48
55



6 The Shining Garment of the Text

Chapter 3
HILDEGARD OF BINGEN 1098-1179: VISIONARY R EFLECTIONS
ON THE PROLOGUE 58
1. Introduction: Liber divinorum operum 58
2. The Prologue of John’s Gospel 63
3. Hildegard’s Reading of Gender in John 1.1-14 73
4. Conclusions 82
Chapter 4
RIDDLES FOR FEMINIST READERS: MARTIN LUTHER’S SERMONS
ON THE PROLOGUE, 1537 87
1. Setting the Scene 87
2. Luther and the Prologue 87
3. The First Riddle: The Absence of Christ’s Mother 95
4. The Second Riddle: The Presence of Mary 99
5. Finally, Yet Another Riddle: When Is a Relationship

not a Relationship? 108
6. Conclusions 111
Chapter 5

DEMYTHOLOGIZING (THE FEMININE) WITHIN RUDOLF BULT-
MANN’S COMMENTARY ON THE PROLOGUE ( JOHN 1.1-18) 113

1. A View of Bultmann’s Theological and Exegetical Approach 113
2. Feminist Presuppositions 115
3. The Addressing of (Wo)men? 115
4. Selection as a Form of Gendered Interpretation? 119
5. Demythologizing (the Marginalized Mother) 122
6. An Offensive Gospel 127
7. Seductive or Intimidating Otherness? 129
8. Suspicious Conclusions 131
Chapter 6

A SECOND GLANCE AT ADRIENNE VON SPEYR 135
1. Mystic or Masochist? 135
2. A Modern Feminist Reading Context 137
3. Opening Some of the Doors 140

4. Conclusions 159



Contents 7

PART II

Chapter 7
WHICH CAME FIRST: WORD OR THE WORDS? TOWARDS A
FEMINIST TRANSFORMATION 162
1. Some Introductory Remarks to Part II 162
2. Part [I—The Possibilities of New R eadings? 164
3. A Feminist Critique of the Prologue 165
4. Rhetorical Readings for Women and the Feminine 169
5. A Rhetorical Myth of Feminist Interpretation: God

as Desiring and Inarticulate 177
6. Women Readers? 179
7. Conclusions 180
Chapter 8
FLESH INSIGHTS ON THE PROLOGUE OF JOHN’S GOSPEL 183
1. A Second ‘New’ Reading of the Prologue 183
2. Word Become Flesh 183
3. ‘Zap&’ and its Evil Associates 193
4. The Prologue 193
5. Eating the Flesh That [s of no Avail ( John 6) 198
6. Feminist Suspicions 207
7. Conclusions 209
Chapter 9
IN THE BEGINNING WAS LOVE 210
1. Introduction 210
2. Julia Kristeva and the Sujet en Proces 212
3. Reading the Prologue 221
4. Conclusions 232
Chapter 10
CONCLUSION: WRESTLING WITH THE ANGEL 234
1. The Context: Phallogocentricity 234
2. Five Historical R eadings 236
3. Challenging the Direction of Traditional Interpretation:

Three Readings 240

4. Should Women Read the Prologue? 242



Bibliography
Index of References

Index of Authors
General Index

The Shining Garment of the Text

248
255
258
260



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


