
THE ARDEN SHAKESPEARE

A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT’S
DREAM

Edited by
SUKANTA CHAUDHURI

Bloomsbury Arden Shakespeare

An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Pic

BLOOMSBURY
LONDON • OXFORD • NEW YORK • NEW DELHI • SYDNEY



CONTENTS

List of illustrations ix

General editors’ preface xi

Preface xvi

Introduction 1

Stage, screen, art 3

The play in its time: staging and casting 3

British productions: Restoration to nineteenth

century 10

British productions: the twentieth century and after 16

Europe 22

Beyond Europe 29

Other media: cinema, music, art 38

Sources and analogues: fairies and mortals 44

Fairies andfairy lore 44

Ovid: the classics and the fairies 52

Pyramus and Thisbe 60

Theseus and Hippolyta: Plutarch, Chaucer and

Shakespeare 63

Themes and designs 71

Pastoral: the forest 71

Dreamers and lovers 16

Patriarchy 82

Carnival, class, court 87

Theatre, art and illusion 97

The comedy of compromise 105

Language and verse 108

vii



Contents

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 117

Appendices

1 Casting chart 279
2 Date and occasion 283

Wedding play? 283

The fair vestal: politics and pageantry 286

Other indications of date 288
Genetics and transmission 291

3 The text 295

The early editions and their copy 295

The printing of the early editions 309

Editorial procedure 316

Abbreviations and references 329

Index 365


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


