
SMITHERS’

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

A Field Guide

Edited by Peter Apps

Illustrations by Clare Abbott
and Penny Meakin

Smini



CONTENTS
Introduction ix

Using the book X

The subregion: climate, vegetation and habitats xiii

Watching mammals xvi

BATS ORDER: CHIROPTERA 1
Fruit bats Family: Pteropodidae 1

Sheath-tailed and tomb bats Family: Emballonuridae 6

Free-tailed bats Family: Molossidae 9

Vesper bats Family: Vespertilionidae 13

Slit-faced bats Family: Nycteridae 19

Florseshoe bats Family: Rhinolophidae 22

Leaf-nosed and trident bats Family: Hipposideridae 24

INSECTIVORES ORDER: INSECTIVORA 27
Shrews Family: Sorlcidae 27

Fledgehogs Family: Erinaceidae 34
Golden moles Family: Chrysochlorldae 36

ELEPHANT SHREWS ORDER: MACROSCELIDEA 45
Elephant shrews Family: Macroscelididae 45

RODENTS ORDER: RODENTIA 52
Rats, mice and gerbils Families: Cricetidae and Muridae 52
Canerats Family: Thryonomidae 91
Dassie rat Family: Petromuridae 93
Dormice Family: Gliridae 96

Squirrels Family: Sciuridae 99
Mole-rats Family: Bathyergidae 106

Porcupine Family: Hystricidae 112

Springhare Family: Pedetidae 114

RABBITS AND HARES ORDER: LAGOMORPHA 116
Rabbits and hares Family: Leporidae 116

DASSIES ORDER: HYRACOIDEA 125
Dassies/hyraxes Family: Procaviidae 125

ELEPHANTS ORDER: PROBOSCIDEA 130
African elephant Family: Elephantidae I 30



ODD-TOED UNGULATES ORDER: PERISSODACTYLA 136
Zebras Family: Equidae 136

Rhinoceroses Family: Rhinocerotidae 143

EVEN-TOED UNGULATES ORDER: ARTIODACTYLA 151

Hippopotamus Family: Hippopotamidae 151

Pigs Family: Suldae 155

Giraffe Family: Giraffidae 160

Antelope and buffalo Family: Bovidae 165

CARNIVORES ORDER: CARNIVORA 242
Aardwolf Family: Protelidae 242

Hyaenas Family: Hyaenidae 244

Cats Family: Felidae 251

Wild dog, jackals and foxes Family: Canidae 268

Otters, weasel, 278

polecat, ratel Family: Mustelidae
Civets, genets and mongooses Family: Viverridae 287

PRIMATES ORDER: PRIMATES 315
Bushbabies Family: Lorisidae 315

Monkeys and baboons Family: Cercopithecidae 321

AARDVARK ORDER: TUBILIDENTATA 327
Aardvark Family: Orycteropodidae 327

PANGOLINS ORDER: PHOLIDOTA 330
Pangolin Family: Manidae 330

SEALS ORDER: PINNIPEDIA 332
Fur seals Family: Otariidae 332

WHALES AND DOLPHINS ORDER: CETACEA 334

Glossary 342

Further reading 345
Index of scientific names 346
Index of Afrikaans names 351

Index of English names 357


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


