
Doctors and Slaves
A medical and demographic history of

slavery in the British West Indies,
1680-1834

RICHARD B.[SHERIDAN

University of Kansas

Therightof the
Universityof Cambridge

toprintandsell
all mannerofbooks

wasgrantedby
HenryVillin 1534.

TheUniversityhasprinted
andpublishedcontinuously

since1584.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge

London New York Mew Rochelle

Melbourne Sydney



Contents

Map of the West Indies frontispiece
List of tables and figures xi
Preface XV

Acknowledgments xix

1 . The disease environments and epidemiology 1
The rise of the South Adantic System i
The importance of the West Indies 5
Malaria and yellow fever 9
The Army Medical Board’s Report ii
Early works on epidemiology i6
The fever books 24
Slave medical manuals 28
Conclusion 40

2 . The medical profession 42
Recruitment of doctors 42
Medical gendemen and quacks 46
Efforts to upgrade the profession 48
Medicine in Cuba and North America

52
Diploma holders from Europe 55
Doctor-scientists and authors 62
Jamaican doctor-scientists and authors 64
Conclusion 69

3 . African and Afro-West Indian medicine 72
The two medical cultures: Africa 72
The two medical cultures: West Indies

77
Folk medicine 80
Yaws and its treatment

83

Vil



Contents

Slave medical attendants 89

Conclusion
9

^

4
. The Guinea surgeons

98

“To buy or to breed” 98
The Atlantic slave trade too

West Africa and the slave trade 103

The Guinea surgeons 108

Duties on the coast 1 *3
Diseases and their treatment x 15

Preserving the health of seamen and slaves 120

Mortality on the Middle Passage 121

Conclusion I2 5

5 . Slaves and plantations
127

The sugar plantation 127

Treatment of slaves 130

Seasoning imported slaves 131

Clothing and housing 134

The work force 141

Management of absentees’ estates 145

Conclusion 146

6. Labor, diet, and punishment
148

Cane hole digging and night work 148

War and famine 154

Hurricanes, wars, and famine 158
Pickled and salted fish 162

Slave provision grounds 164

Calories and protein 169

Provisioning slaves in the eastern Caribbean 174

The punishment of slaves 178

Conclusion 182

7
. Morbidity and mortality

185

“Disorders peculiar to the Negroes” 185

Sickness and accidents 188

Patterns of mortality 194

Malnutrition and diseases of infants and children 200

Diseases of children and adults 207

Conclusion 219

viii



Contents

8. The problem of reproduction 222
Patterns of reproduction 222
Debate on the population failure 225
“To multiply and rear the human species” 228
Pro-natalist policies frustrated 230
The victimization of black youngsters 234
Black women as “work units” and “breeding units” 239
Conclusion 246

9. Smallpox and slavery 249
Introduction 249
Variolation or inoculation 250
Inoculation in Jamaica and England 254
The Jamaican vaccine establishment 258
Other campaigns against smallpox 263
Conclusion 265

10. Slave hospitals 268
Introduction 268
The eighteenth-century experience 269
Practical rules for hospital management 276
Slave hospitals in Guyana 279
Slave hospitals in Jamaica 280
Critics of hospital management 284
Slave hospitals in Cuba and the United States 287
Conclusion 290

11. Plantation medical practice 292
The “irregular” practitioners 292
Grenada doctors and slaves 295
Doctors in the Leeward Islands and Barbados 299
Doctor Jonathan Troup of Dominica 302
Medical practice in Jamaica 306
Doctor John Williamson of Jamaica 309
Medical practice in Cuba and the United States 313
Costs and benefits 315
Conclusion 318

12. Slavery and medicine 321
Slave population attrition 321
Heroic medicine in the West Indies 329

LX



Contents

The quality of plantation health care 333
An epilogue 337

Notes 343
Bibliography 402
Index 4i3

X


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


