
fA AE ABOENSiS, SER. A

■ M /, N IO R A

HUMANISTISKA VETENSKAPER ■ SOUALVETENSKAPER OCH JURIDIK • TEOLOGI

Vol. 54 nr 2

TECHNIQUES OF AMBIGUITY
IN THE FICTION OF HENRY JAMES

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO

IN THE CAGE AND THE TURN CF THE SCREW

BY

RALW NORRMAN

ÅBO A KADEMI
ABO 1977



CONTENTS

page

Contents......................... 3

Acknowledgements ..................... 4
Introduction........................ 5

Part One: Some Ambiguity-Creating Devices

Chapter One: The Incomplete Reversal.............. 13

1. The dismissed alternative................ 14

2. Structural over-elaboration................ 22

3. Peculiar logic.................... 40

Chapter Two: Blanks................... 51

1. Looking like an actor................. 51

2. Blanks through gaps in the narrative............ 60
3. The dash..................... 63

4. Everything, anything, everyone, anyone........... 67

5. ”Beautiful’’, ”magnificent”, ”splendid”, ”wonderful”....... 70

6. Self-erasing combinations................ 73
7. Antitheses..................... 76

8. Self-created blanks.................. 82

Chapter Three: Code and Symbol and Ambiguity.......... 86

1. ”Suppers” and ”hats”: words and actions interpretable as neo-code . . 88
2. Non-code words as structural nodes............. 93

3. "Handsomely”, ”scrupulously”, ”beautifully”, ”lucid”, ”crystalline” . . 96
4. Pronouns ..................... 98

Chapter Four: Misunderstandings................103

1. The pointer ....................104
2. Deliberate misunderstandings...............110

3. Characterization through misunderstandings..........114

Part Two: Ambiguity in Two Novellas — In the Cage and The Turn of the Screw

Chapter Five: In the Cage ..................119

1. The preface ....................121
2. The critics.....................125

3. The story.....................131

Chapter Six: The Turn of the Screw ..............152

1. The controversy...................152

2. The story.....................152

Conclusion........................181

List of Works Cited.....................182

Abstract.........................190

Index..........................195


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


