
A Study of Ralph Ellison's Published Work

Viewed in the Context of the Theme of

Identity in Negro American Literature

Dissertation

zur Erlangung des Doktorgrades
des Fachbereichs Philosophie

der Christian-Albrechts-Dniversität zu Kiel

vorgelegt von

Hartmut K. Selke

Kiel 197!



CONTENTS

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 7

1. The Theme of Identity 8

2. Concepts of Identity 18

CHAPTER II IDENTITY IN AMERICA: THE COMPLEX FATE 32

1. Identity and the American Experience 32

2. The Negro American Experience and the Heightened
Identity Consciousness: America's Metaphor 38

3. Protest, Art, and the "Black Aesthetic" if8

i+. The American Versus the "African" Identity 57

CHAPTER III RALPH ELLISON: BEFORE INVISIBLE MAN 65

1. General Remarks 65

2. Early Fiction 69

3. Expository Writing 84

CHAPTER IV INVISIBLE MAN : GENERAL ASPECTS 96

1 . Trends of Ellison Criticism 96

2. The Structure of Invisible Man : The Confessional.
Mode 10if

3- The Picaresque Structure 113

if. The Epigraphs 118
a) Benito Cereno 118
b) The Family Reunion 120

CHAPTER V INVISIBLE MAN : SOCIOLOGICAL AND PSYCHO¬
LOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE THEME OF IDENTITY 122

1. The Denial of Identity 122

a) Psychological Aspects 123
b) Social Motives 132
c) Reification 135



d) Ontological Insecurity ¡¿8

2. Means of Social Control 139

a) Miseducation: The College 139
b) Internalization 117

3. The Theme of Lynching and Castration in Negro
American Literature and in Invisible Man With
a Note on the Parallel Structure of the Two
Parts of Ellison's Novel 150

4. The Mark of Oppression: "You Are My Fate, Young Man." ’59

5. Forms of Inauthenticity 161

a) Abolishing the Stigma: Psychological Suicide 162

b) Out-Group Alignment: "You Field Niggers" 164
c) In-Group Alignment: "A Chief, a Black King" 169
d) Minstrelization: Acting the Nigger 171
e) Other Strategies 174

CHAPTER VI FROM INAUTHENTICITY TO AUTHENTICITY 177

1. The Period of Inauthenticity 1 77

2. The Acceptance of Folk Identity and the First
Psychosocial Moratorium 1 84

3. The Acceptance of Cultural Identity and of
the Racial Past 190

if. Brotherhood Spokesman 197

5. Rinehart, Invisibility, and Chaos 205

6 . The Underground 216

7. Conclusion: Jazz and the Individual and Society 231

NOTES 234-

BIBLIOGRAPHY 284


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


