
Contents

Preface v

INTRODUCTION: READING AND
WRITING i
Reading 2

Reading Critically 3

BARBARA LAZEAR ASCHER,
The Box Man 5

Asking Questions 9
Meaning 9
Purpose and Audience 10
Method and Structure 11
Language 11

Writing 13
Getting Started 13

Subject, Purpose, and Thesis 14
Audience 15
Invention 16

Organizing 17
Drafting 18
Revising 19

1. DESCRIPTION 21
Using the Method 21
Developing a Descriptive Essay 23

vii



viii CONTENTS

Getting Started 23
Organizing 24
Drafting 24
Revising and Editing 25

E. B. white, Once More to the Lake 26
lime dissolves when a father takes his son to the lake
where he vacationed as a boy.

Joan DiDiON, The Santa Ana 35
A hot, dry wind transforms the author’s city, causing
fires and inciting the citizens to mayhem.

judith ortiz cofer, Silent Dancing 40
Weaving together descriptions of dreams, memories,
home movies, and conversations with her parents, the
writer creates a vivid impression of her childhood in
an immigrant family.

N. scott momaday, The Way to Rainy
Mountain 50
On a trek to his grandmothers grave, this Native
American writer revisits the landscapes of his people.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 58

2. NARRATION 60

Using the Method 60
Developing a Narrative Essay 62

Getting Started 62
Organizing 63
Drafting 64
Revising and Editing 65

LANGSTON hughes, Salvation 66
The author recalls an evening of expectation and disil¬
lusionment in his thirteenth year.

annie dillard, The Chase 71
In a vivid recollection, the author captures the glory of
being chased by a motorist after pelting his car with a
snowball.



CONTENTS IX

maya angelou,
Champion of the World

77
An author conveys the suspense of a historic boxing
match that she vividly remembers from her child¬
hood.

George orwell,
Shooting an Elephant

82
A dangerous elephant forced this well-known writer to
make a difficult decision as a British police officer in
Burma.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 91

3. EXAMPLE
93

Using the Method 93

Developing an Essay by Example 94

Getting Started 94

Organizing 95

Drafting 96

Revising and Editing 96

perri klass,
She’s Your Basic L.O.L. in

N.A.D. 98

A medical student ponders the significance of the jar¬
gon she must learn as part of her initiation into doc-
torhood.

ANNA quindlen,
Homeless

104
A journalist refuses to take the impersonal “big pic¬
ture” view of homelessness, focusing instead on the
details of living without a home.

david sedaris,
Remembering My Childhood on the

Continent of Africa
108

A well-known humorist envies the distinctly unusual
childhood of his partner.

brent staples,
Black Men and Public Space

115An African American writer who likes to walk the
streets at night relates the “alienation that comes from
being ever the suspect."

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 120



X CONTENTS

4. DIVISION OR ANALYSIS 122

Using the Method 122
Developing an Essay by Division or Analysis 124

Getting Started 124
Organizing 125
Drafting 126
Revising and Editing 126

emily pRAGfik, Our Barbies, Ourselves 128
Learning that a weapons designer helped create Barbie
gives the author new insight into the world’s favorite
fashion doll.

Margaret visser, The Ritual of Fast Food 133
A cultural observer shows how what we take for
granted at an "ordinary” fast-food restaurant is the
result of extraordinary calculation.

scott russell sandeRS, The Men We Carry in Our
Minds 138
Reflecting on the men and women he knew as a child,
the author explores traditional gender roles.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 145

5. CLASSIFICATION 146'
Using the Method 146
Developing an Essay by Classification 148

Getting Started 148
Organizing 149
Drafting 149
Revising and Editing 150

russell baker,
The Plot Against People

151
The writer takes a humorous look at three kinds of
everyday objects, all of which, he declares, aim to
destroy the human race.

deborah tannen, But What Do You Mean? 155
A linguist examines seven conversational rituals that are
often the source of conflict between men and women.



CONTENTS XI

STEPHANIE ERICSSON, The Ways We Lie 164
The writer shows that lies can be destructive, no mat¬
ter how harmless they may seem.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 174

6. PROCESS ANALYSIS 176
Using the Method 176
Developing an Essay by Process Analysis 178

Getting Started 178
Organizing 179
Drafting 180
Revising and Editing 180

LARS EIGHNER, Dumpster Diving 182
Everything from fresh pizza to boom boxes can be
found in trash bins. A veteran scavenger explains how
the homeless and very poor manage to subsist on other
people’s waste.

anne lamott, The Crummy First Draft 186
Do you struggle with writer's block? This writer rec¬
ommends quieting your inner voices and just getting
words down, no matter how bad the writing seems.

Jessica mitford, Embalming Mr. Jones 192
Before his family may see him at rest, Mr. Jones under¬
goes a startling transformation at the hands of the
undertaker.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 201

7. COMPARISON AND CONTRAST 202
Using the Method 202
Developing an Essay by Comparison and Contrast 205

Getting Started 205
Organizing 206
Drafting 207
Revising and Editing 208



xii CONTENTS

suzanne britt,
Neat People

vs.
Sloppy

People
209

Humorously exploring the differences between two
personality types, the writer finds that "the distinction
is, as always, moral.”

bruce catton,
Grant and Lee: A Study in

Contrasts
214

Face to face at Appomattox, Ulysses S. Grant and
Robert E. Lee clearly personified their opposing tradi¬
tions. But what the two Civil War generals had in
common was more vital by far.

NANCY MAIRS,
Disability 220

A writer with multiple sclerosis calls for a change in
the media’s depiction of disability.

richard Rodriguez,
Private Language, Public

Language
224

As a bilingual child, the author inhabited two worlds:
one public, where the sounds were strange, and the other
private, where the sounds were intimate and comforting.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 232

8.
DEFINITION

234

Using the Method 234

Developing an Essay by Definition 236

Getting Started 236

Organizing 238

Drafting 239

Revising and Editing 239

JUDY BRADY,
I Want a Wife

241
Someone to take care of the children, do the cooking,
clean the house, entertain the guests—who wouldn’t
want a wife?

noel perrin,
The Androgynous Man

246
The “he-man" is but one way to characterize maleness,
says the author, and it's not his way.



CONTENTS XÜi

gloria naylor, The Meanings of a Word 251
To a young black girl, the word nigger clearly means
something different when hurled by a white school¬
mate than when spoken by family and friends.

AMY tan, Mother Tongue 257
Exploring the “Englishes” she grew up with, the writer
defines her sense of a mother tongue.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 265

9. CAUSE-AND-EFFECT ANALYSIS 267

Using the Method 267
Developing an Essay by Cause-and-Effect Analysis 270

Getting Started 270
Organizing 272
Drafting 273
Revising and Editing 274

MALCOLM GLADWELL, The Tipping Point 275
The writer finds a surprising reason for the sharp
decrease in New York City’s violent crime.

Barbara ehrenreich, Cultural Baggage 282
Once embarrassed by her lack of specific ethnic iden¬
tity, the author instead discovers a tradition even more
valuable.

K. c. cole, Women in Science 288
Why are so few scientists women? The answer, a sci¬
ence writer finds, has nothing to do with chance or
ability.

Stephen jay gould, Sex, Drugs, Disasters, and the
Extinction of Dinosaurs 294
A science writer with a knack for clear explanation dis¬
cusses three possible reasons for the dinosaurs’ extinc¬
tion and chooses the most likely.

WRITING WITH THE METHOD 304



xiv CONTENTS

10. ARGUMENT AND PERSUASION 305

Using the Method 305
The Elements of Argument 306
Appeals to Readers 307

Ethical Appeal 307
Emotional Appeal 307
Rational Appeal 308

Fallacies 311

Developing an Argumentative and Persuasive
Essay 313

Getting Started 313
Organizing 316
Drafting 317
Revising and Editing 317

A Debate on Capital Punishment

edward I. koch, Death and Justice
319

With cool reason, the then mayor of New York City
defends his controversial position in support of the
death penalty.

david bruck, The Death Penalty 327
A lawyer specializing in the defense of capital cases
presents an impassioned rebuttal of Edward Koch’s
argument.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY, JR., Why Don’t We
Complain?

334
Being stuck in a sweltering train prompts this writer
to speak out against the tendency to suffer small vex¬
ations in silence.

MARTIN LUTHER king, JR.,
I Have a Dream

341
The eloquent and determined civil rights leader
shares his dream of equality for all people.



CONTENTS XV

Virginia woolf, Professions for Women
348

As a female writer in the early twentieth century, this

author had tb overcome two daunting obstacles to

her professional aspirations.

Jonathan swift, A Modest Proposal
356

An eighteenth-century satirist offers a bitter mock-

solution to the plight of the poor in Ireland.

WRITING WITtl THE METHOD 367

Glossary 369

Index of Authors and Titles 382


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]
	[Seite 7]
	[Seite 8]
	[Seite 9]


