
Contents

List offigures page ix
List of tables X

List of abbreviations xi
Preface XV

1 Social and linguistic setting of alliterative verse in
Anglo-Saxon and Medieval England 1

1.1 The Anglo-Saxon poetic scene 1
1.2 The post-Conquest poetic scene 9

2 Linguistic structures in English alliterative verse 22
2.1 The prosody-meter interface 22
2.2 Old English stress 24
2.3 Old English versification 34
2.4 Middle English stress and its attestation in verse 42
2.5 Middle English alliterative versification 61
2.6 Some methodological remarks 68

3 Segmental histories: velar palatalization 71
3.1 The Old English consonant system 71
3.2 The alliterative conundrum 72
3.3 Sound over letter 78
3.4 Alliteration and editorial practice 87
3.5 The morphophonemic nature of voiceless velar alliteration 90
3.6 Alliterating voiced velars in early Old English 113
3.7 The violability of place for the OE velars 120
3.8 Alliteration as phonetic gradience in OT 121
3.9 Was there a /ƒ/ in Old English? 130
3.10 The Old English consonant system revised 133

4 Syllable structure 135
4.1 The vowel alliteration riddle 135

vii



viii List of contents

4.2 Non-alliterative evidence for the glottal stop in Old English 144
4.3 The upset of Onset 165
4.4 Onset in Modem English 174
4.5 Es ist Gesetz: summary and conclusions 188

5 Onset and cluster alliteration in Old English: the case
of sp-, st-, sk- 192

5.1 Introducing cluster alliteration: sp-, st-, sk- 192
5.2 The biphonemic treatment of <sc-> in alliteration 193
5.3 The special status of sp-, st-, sk- in Old English 202
5.4 Cluster constraints and the cohesiveness of sp-, st-, sk- 215
5.5 Three-consonantal clusters: the [si-] <-> [ski-] change 230
5.6 /sp-, st-, sk-/ and the French vocabulary 233
5.7 Summary and conclusions 235

6 Onset and cluster alliteration in Middle English 238
6.1 New patterns of alliteration in Middle English 239
6.2 Cluster alliteration in Old and Middle English: a comparison 240
6.3 Cluster alliteration in early Middle English: Lagamon ’s Brut 245
6.4 Cluster alliteration in the fourteenth century — 261
6.5 Why is fourteenth-century verse good evidence for cluster

cohesion? 292
6.6 Non-verse evidence for cluster cohesion __ 294
6.7 Alliterative patterns in verse and the lexicon 296
6.8 The linguistic foundation of cluster alliteration 299
6.9 Cluster alliteration after Middle English 307
6.10 Concluding remarks 308

7 Verse evidence for cluster simplification
in Middle English 311

7.1 Historically unstable clusters in Lagamon's Brut 312
7.2 Wynnere and Wastoure 318
7.3 The Wars of Alexander 320
7.4 Piers Plowman 324
7.5 Notes on the history of velar cluster reduction 330
7.6 Notes on the history of /h-/ clusters 339
7.7 The history of /w-/ clusters 365
7.8 Summary and conclusions 369

References 371
Index of names 389
Subject index 393


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


