
CONTENTS

Preface xi

INTRODUCTION

The Country and Its Peoples
The Conversion
The King and His Altar-Thanes 11

1
LITERACY AND POLITICS IN

EARLY ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND

Literacy in the Early Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms 18
Literacy and the Establishment of Mercian Political Ascendancy 25
Mercian England 37
The Decay of Mercian Authority 40
Studying the Consequences of Mercian Literacy 41

vii

IDG>



Contents

2
RECONSTITUTING THE SOUNDS OF OLD ENGLISH

The Sounds and Spellings of Earliest English 48
The Study of Early English Phonology 53
Correlating Variation and Change 60
The Sources for the Study of Early Old English 66
The Texts in Context 84

3
POLITICS AND LANGUAGE CHANGE

The Change in Old Morthumbrian 91
The Development in Early West Saxon 92
The Data from Old Kentish 93
Diffusion Through the Mercian Speech Community 96
Data from the Glossaries 98
The Charters 107
The Minor Texts 111
Later Texts 114
Political Motivation of Sound Change 118

4
CONSPIRACY AND COMPETITION IN

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LANGUAGE CHANGE

West Germanic *a before rC 123
West Germanic *a before iC 130
The Effects of i-Umlaut 131
Smoothing 135
The Raising of [as] 141
The "Second Fronting" 142
The Velar Umlaut of [as] 153
Dresher's Account of the Second Fronting 156
Conspiracy and Competition 159

viii



Contents

5
VARIATION AND CHANGE IN MERCIAN OLD ENGLISH

Prehistoric Old English /ae/ 162
Germanic *ae 163
The i-Umlaut of Primitive Old English *a 166
The Developments of Germanic *au 169
Smoothing 174
Velar Umlaut 181
The Falling Together of eo and /o 185
The Unrounding of /ce/ 191

6
THE STUDY OF EARLY OLD ENGLISH

SOUND CHANGE IN PROGRESS

Variation in the Mercian Speech Community 197
Dating the Early Sound Changes 202
The Study of Variation in Mercian Old English 205
The Technology of the Intellect 213

References 215

Index 223

ix


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


