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Introduction

The mushrooming of arts centres in Great Britain
is something very recent. ‘In meeting
contemporary trends’, said the 1965 white paper,
A Policy for the A rts, ‘the concept of the arts centre
is most valuable since such a centre can be of any
size and cover any range of activities.’ Three-
quarters of the centres in this Directory have
started operating since that white paper was
issued, and about half the total are less than five
years old. In May 1967 the National Council for
Social Service, defining an arts centre in a similar
way to that used here, published the results of a
survey of arts centres and reported that ‘there are
believed to be 34 centres in England and Wales’.
Details of 133 centres (16 of which are in Scotland,
9 in Wales, 108 in England) are given in the pages
that follow.

Infinite bureaucratic tedium can be squeezed out
of attempts to define an arts centre. In recent years
the word ‘community’ has become virtually
obligatory and almost meaningless in referring to
any activity involving more than half-a-dozen
people. The term ‘arts centre’ has suffered from
less promiscuous usage, but one gallery curator
recently admitted that, in advertising a new job, he
used the term arts centre as a come-on. And what
should be made of that series of highly specialised
and discrete buildings - the South Bank Arts
Centre? For details of your National Theatre,
Festival Hall, National Film Theatre and
Hayward Gallery please refer elsewhere. To
stimulate thought on the semantic problems we
would add that while all arts centres are art
centres, most art centres are not arts centres.

For our purposes we have included only those arts
centres which are not subsidised as theatres and
which meet the following criteria:
a - there is a programme and a policy for more

than one art form
b - more than one space is used for arts activities
c - there is some professional input (artistic or

managerial)
d - there is substantial usage which is not part of

formal education (or adult education)
provision.

Civic halls are excluded and more comprehensive
leisure centres are only included if the arts
activities play a very substantial part in the life of
the building.
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