
Contents

Preface vii

Acknowledgements ix

1 Chiasmus and Samuel Butler: an Introductory Sketch 1

2 The Psychomorphology of Chiasticism 35

i Inversion 35

(a) Why did Butler invert proverbs? 35

(b) Inversion serves the principle of complementari¬
ness 45

(c) ‘Toppling-over’: unidirectionalism causes a grow¬

ing strain until it triggers a catastrophic reversal 47

(d) Butler’s mind like the amphisbaena: goes with

equal ease in either of two opposite directions 56

(e) Can an inversion be made permanent? 68

(f) Butler and Buridan’s ass: paralysis resulting from
vacillation 74

(g) Butler and mundus inversus phenomena: the

safety-valve aspect of temporary inversion 83

(h) Butler and Lot’s wife: turning, non-turning, obliga¬

tory turning and ban on turning 87

ii Dualism 100

(a) ‘Having things both ways’ 100

v



vi Contents

in
Reciprocity 108

(a)
The Way of All Flesh

and
Erewhon Revisited

compared 108

(b) Chiastic reciprocity in
The Way of All Flesh

: the

reciprocity of hate 110

(c) Chiastic reciprocity in
Erewhon Revisited

: the

reciprocity of love 135

3 Chiasticism in Some of Butler’s Works 149

i Juvenilia,
A First Year in Canterbury Settlement

and

Early Essays 149

(a) Cambridge writings 149

(b)
A First Year

155

(c) Early articles and essays 166

u Erewhon 171

hi
The Way of All Flesh

194

4 Chiasmus and Butler’s Life 239

Conclusion 275

Notes and References
276

List of Works Cited
308

Index 312


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


