Contents

Acknowledgments page Xi
List of abbreviations  xiii

Introduction 1

1.1  Argument structure 1
1.2 Ourapproach 2
1.3 Chapter synopsis 4
Part I: Background 9

1. Syntax 11
1.1 Introduction 11

1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6

Grammar as derivation 11

Syntax and Lexicon 12

Syntactic category 13

Displacement in syntax 14

Lexicalized and nonlexicalized syntax 17

Discussion points 21
Suggestions for further reading 22

2. Semantics 23

2.1
2.2
2.3
24
2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9

Introduction 23

Values 23

Meanings 24

Derivation, structure and decomposition 26
Entailment and analyticity 28
Indeterminacy 31

Notation 34

Semantic combination 38

Event semantics 41

Discussion points 43
Suggestions for further reading <4

vii



viil

Part II: Kinds of arguments 45

. Arguments in Syntax 47

3.1 Introduction 47

3.2 Head and dependents 47

3.3 Argument and Adjunct 51

3.4 Lexicalist encodings 53

3.5 Nonlexicalist encodings 57

3.6 Optional arguments 61

3.7 ©-grids 62

3.8 External and internal arguments 65
3.9 Consequences and correlates of argumenthood
Discussion points 74

Suggestions for further reading 76

Arguments in Semantics 77

4.1 Introduction 77

4.2 Functional arguments 78

4.3 Content arguments 80

4.4 Entailed role arguments 83

4.5 Participant arguments 84

4,6 Correspondence of syntax and semantics 89
Discussion points 91

Suggestions for further reading 93

Implicit arguments 94

5.1 Introduction 94

5.2 Implicit arguments 95

5.3 Existential and definite unrealized roles 99
5.4 Lexical idiosyncrasy 110

5.5 In the scope of quantifiers 112

5.6 Short passives 115

Discussion points 116

Suggestions for further reading 118

Part III: Analysis of argument relations 119

. Thematic relations 121

6.1 Introduction 121

6.2 What are thematic relations? 121

6.3 Motivation for thematic relations 124

6.4 Objections to general thematic relations 130
6.5 Kinds of thematic relations 135

Discussion points 138

Suggestions for further reading 140

67

Content



Contents

7.

10.

11.

Agent and Patient 141

7.1 Introduction 141

7.2 Agents 141

7.3 Patient and Theme 152
Discussion points 160
Suggestions for further reading 162

Role iteration 163

8.1 Introduction 163

8.2 Role Exhaustion 165

8.3 Role Exhaustion and events 169

8.4 Time and place 170

8.5 Comitatives 174

8.6 The Theta Criterion 176

8.7 The Principle of Interpretability 179
Discussion points 182

Suggestions for further reading 183

Separation 184

9.1 Introduction 184

9.2 Detecting a difference 187

9.3 Cumulative plurals 189

94 Adnominal modals 192

9.5 Complex predicates 193

9.6 Idioms 194

9.7 Argument structure alternations 199
9.8 Alternations across categories 203
9.9 Linking 205

9.10 Syntactic implementation 206
Discussion points 209

Suggestions for further reading 211

Event structure 212

10.1 Introduction 212

10.2 General motivations 213

10.3 Impossible meanings? 216

10.4 Projection and separation 218

10.5 Adverbs 219

10.6 Contra cause 225

10.7 Event structure and thematic relations
Discussion points 230

Suggestions for further reading 232

Linking and framing 233
11.1 Introduction 233

228

ix



12.

13.

11.2 Linking 233

11.3 Framing 250

Discussion points 268

Suggestions for further reading 270

Part IV: Case studies 271

Passives 273

12.1 Introduction 273

12.2 Passives and demotion 273

12.3 Framing 277

12.4 Representing the deep-Subject role 281
12.5 Implicit control of adjuncts 291
Discussion points 304

Suggestions for further reading 306

Resultatives 307

13.1 Introduction 307

13.2 Talking about resultatives 308
13.3 Lexicon versus syntax 310

13.4 Event structure and adverbs 313
13.5 The Direct Object Restriction 318
13.6 Argument sharing 322

13.7 Projection, separationand M 326
Discussion points 331

Suggestions for further reading 334

Glossary 335
References 347
Index 376

Conterr



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


