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Introduction: an anatomy of comedy in the Bible

PART I THE GENESIS OF COMEDY — THE COMEDY
OF GENESIS
The comedy of creation (Genesis 1—11)

2 Domestic comedy in the household of faith:
Israel’s fathers and mothers as comic figures
(Genesis 12-50)

PART II GENERATING COMEDY: BIBLICAL TEXTS

AND THE DRIVE TO COMIC REGENERATION
g Liberation and laughter: Exodus and Esther as
two comedies of deliverance
4 Jonah as joke: a comedy of contradiction,
caricature, and compassion
5 The comedy of Job: creation, chaos, and carnival
6 Paradox and parody in the Song of Solomon:
towards a comic reading of the Song of Songs
Conclusion: towards a comprehensive view of biblical
comedy
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