
Contents

1 Prophecy and Cult 1

Active and Passive Religious Experience  4
Inductive and Subjective Prognostication  15
Oracles and Prophets : The Agents of Subjective

Divination 22

The Nature of Prophetic Inspiration  47

2 Scholars , Poets , and Sibyls 58

Scholarship  61
Prophecy in Literature  64
Tradition and Transformation : The Case of the

Sibylline Oracles 71
Readers and Writers of Prophetic Texts in the

Roman Empire  93

3 Prophecy and the Informed Public 98

Oracular Responses to History 99
The Emperor ’s Message  110
Analyzing the Emperors ’ Messages  131
Imperial History in the  Sibylline Oracles 137



4 Prophecy and Personal Power in the
Roman Empire 146

The Republican Background  147
Court Politics  158

Prophecy and Political Unrest  171

5 Eastern Wisdom in Roman Prophetic Books 183
East and West in Fact and Fiction  183

Hermes Trismegistus and Julianus the Chaldean  192
The Closing of the Roman Mind  206

Epilogue : Power , Culture , and Communication 213
Notes 219

Index 273

viii Contents


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


