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PART I: STUDYING FICTION 1
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Aims and Objectives 2

Assignment 1: Examine the Themes of the Story 3

Students look at the superficial and underlying themes in the story and how they are purposefully

delivered by the characters, plot, setting, and writing style of the author.
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Assignment 2: Appreciate the Realism in the Story 9

Students examine the interplay of plot logic, character consistency, and setting description that combine

to draw the reader into a story.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 2-ELEMENTS OF REALISM 1 13

SFR 3-ELEMENTS OF REALISM 2 14

Assignment 3: Chart the Dramatic Conflict in the Story 15
Students review the elements of Dramatic Conflict and discover its importance in creating an emotionally

satisfying short story.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 4-THREE TYPES OF CONFLICT 19

SFR 5-REAL AND STATED GOALS 20

Assignment 4: Explore the Structure of the Story 21

Students analyze the scene structure and plot structure of a short story, and learn how an author uses

these to speed up or slow down the pace of a story.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 6-STORY OUTLINE CHART 26

SFR 7-SCENE STRUCTURE CHART 27
SFR 8-SCENE DEVELOPMENT CHART 28
SFR 7A-SCENE STRUCTURE CHART (exemplar filled out) 29

Assignment 5: Experience the Sensory Detail (Imagery) of the Story 31
Students identify the various types of sensory details and learn what makes imagery an effective

storytelling tool.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 9-FOCUSED IMAGERY CREATES SUBTEXT 35

Assignment 6: Evaluate the Simile and Metaphor in the Story 37

Students focus on these two types offigurative language and the contribution they make to the impact

of a story.
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Assignment 7: Note the Use of Language in the Story 47
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Assignment 9: Appreciate the Humor in the Story 63

Students analyze the techniques that create humor in a story and the role of humor in effective storytelling.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 18-THREE KINDS OF HUMOR 67

Assignment 10: Explore the Setting of the Story 69
Students look at the techniques used by authors to create interesting settings and the importance of setting

details to the mood of a story.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 19-DETAILS REVEAL SETTING 73

SFR 20-SETTING REVEALS CHARACTER 74

Assignment 11: Rate the Opening of the Story 75

Students identify the characteristics of a well-written story opening and practice evaluating the

effectiveness of the first scene of a variety of story types.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 21-WHAT WE LEARN 79

Assignment 12: Evaluate the Story 81

Students determine the characteristics of a well-written story and practice using these criteria to evaluate
short stories.

Reproducibles/Media: SFR 22-STORY EVALUATION SHEET 83

Assignment 13: Write a Literary Response 85

Students practice writing three different kinds of responses to fiction: dialectical, personal, and analytical.
Reproducibles/Media: SFR 23-WRITING A RESPONSE 91

SFR 24-WRITING AN ANALYTICAL RESPONSE 93
SFR 25-PROOFREAD WITH A PARTNER: DIALECTICAL

RESPONSE CHECKLIST 95
SFR 26-PROOFREAD WITH A PARTNER: PERSONAL

RESPONSE CHECKLIST 96
SFR 27-PROOFREAD WITH A PARTNER: ANALYTICAL

RESPONSE CHECKLIST 97
SFR 28-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST: DIALECTICAL RESPONSE 98
SFR 29-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST: PERSONAL RESPONSE 99
SFR 30-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST: ANALYTICAL RESPONSE 100

PART II: LITERARY CRITICISM 101 101
Aims and Objectives ] 02
An Introduction to Critical Viewpoints 103

An introduction to the critical analysis of literature. Beneficial for all grade levels, but especially

recommended for grade 12.
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(NEW CRITICISM) 105

LCR 2-CRITICAL VIEWPOINTS 2: MYTHOPOEIC/ARCHETYPAL
CRITICISM 106

LCR 3-CRITICAL VIEWPOINTS 3: NEO-MARXIST CRITICISM 107
LCR 4—CRITICAL VIEWPOINTS 4: GENDER-BASED CRITICISM 108
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LCR 10-SYNTACTICAL EFFECTS 121
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LCR 16-IN-CLASS ANALYTICAL RESPONSE ASSESSMENT SHEET 133
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PART III: WRITING THE LITERARY ESSAY 137

Skill 1: Developing a Topic 139
Unpacking a topic and brainstorming to arrive at a thesis question.

Skill 2: Organizing the Information 143
From chart to first-draft thesis statement.

Skill 3: Testing a Thesis 147
Arriving at a final draft thesis statement.

Skill 4: Generating Arguments 149
Pulling arguments out of a thesis statement by asking, “ Why do I say that? ”

Skill 5: Building Argumentation 153
Constructing compelling arguments using elaboration, examples, and supporting quotations. Writing a
first draft of the body of an essay.

Skill 6: Writing the Introduction and Conclusion 155
Building a powerful opening and conclusion for a literary essay.
Reproducibles/Media: WLR 1-INTEGRATING QUOTATIONS INTO YOUR LITERARY ESSAY 157

Skill 7: Revision, Editing, and Proofreading 159
Completing the writing process and preparing the submission package.
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levels of analytical complexity.
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