RussiA iIN UPHEAVAL

EowarD ALsworTH Ross

EDITED AND ANNOTATED BY

Rex A. WADE

Bloomington, Indiana, 2017

SLAVICA



Contents

Rex A. Wade
Editor’s INTFOAUCHION ..ovvieieeerieseeeiveeeereimiieeseeesseesessssnsessesssssssmnsaessaesssssssnsaaenss

PREFAGE ...ttt a s raa s s e e s sas s e s nba s e e rneeeas

TWICE ACROSS SIBERIA ...ttt st
The eight-hour day for sailors—Anarchists versus Socialists—The free-
speech question—Freight congestion at Vladivostok—Bureaucratic badger-
ing—The charm of eastern Siberia—Tales of the old régime—Official red
tape—“No authority”—Repelling boarders—The kipyatok—Acres of fire-
wood—Petrograd—The return five months later—Flooded with soldiers—
‘The burning of the troop train—Atrocities—Siberia in winter—Growing
tension—~Civil war in Irkutsk—There’s freedom now—Harbin—Arrival in
a land of order and good cheer.

CHAPTERII

THE VOLGA AND THE CASPIAN TO TIFLIS ..o
Shining Nizhnii-Novgorod—Why goods are so scarce—Labor prob-
lems—Sormovo—The banishing of vodka—Tartary—Queer Finnish
tribes—Resurgent heathenism—*“Bulgari”—Fate of the German colonists—
Saratov—Chaos in public offices—The Lower Volga—Kalmucks—Why
Russia was belated—Riverside hamlets—Deforestation and erosion—Soil
exhaustion—Dying fisheries—The Caspian—Oil fires at Baku—=Signs of the
East.



vi Contents

CHAPTER 11X

IMPRESSIONS FROM THE CAUCASUS .. .. 28
The eye-feast of Tiflis—The crossroads of thc chant—B::duty of thf:
Georgians—“Down with whiskers”—The Cherkeska——An excursion into
the past—Why “mountaineers are always freemen”—Eagle-faced hill-
men—Primitive ways—The thralldom of the Georgian Church—The féte
at Mtzchet—Khevsurs and Crusaders—Feasting and merry-making—
Picturesque types—The Valley of the Alasan—Georgian progressiveness.

CHAPTER IV

THE FILM OF RUSSIAN CENTRAL ASIA .. SO URPRUBOPOPRUOORRRS.
Turkomans of the oasis—Queer costumes—=1n a Shute mosque“Bokhara
the City of Steady Habits—Bazaar life—Impermanency of mud cit-
ies—Samarkand—VFerghana—A cotton kingdom—Walled farmsteads—
Mohammedism and commercial farming.

CHAPTER V

THE RUG MARKET AT MERV ...t 41
The fair at Merv—A freshet of rugs—“Dusty foot”— Old rugs and
new—"“Striking a bargain”™—Origin of the rug-weaving art-——How the car-
pets are made—Comparative fineness—The invasion of coal-tar dyes—
Exploitation of the women—Deterioration of the Turkoman breed owing to
the commercialization of rug-making.

CHAPTER VI

THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE
Russian responsiveness—Gift of intuition—Gregariousness—Humaneness—
Why the masses will do brutal things—Mental contagion—Meriatchenja—
Aversion to the QCossack—Moujik hard-headedness—A winter-made
people—*“Black hundreds™—Rarity of eyeglasses—Illiteracy and igno-
rance—Passion for listening to speeches—Why no patriotism—Russian
tolerance—Want of standards—Goodness of Slavic nature—When will the
Russians arrive>—How the Germans look upon them—Their Kultur the-
ory—Traits of the educated Russians—Why Russians and Americans should
be good friends.



Contents

vii

SOIL HUNGER AND THE LAND QUESTION

THE ROOTS OF THE REVOLUTION

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS AND PARTIES ..

CHAPTER VII

----------------------------------------------

Siberian pioneering—Russian agriculture—Communal feuds—Folly of strip
tillage—Redistributing the common land—Rural villages—How a great
estate is managed—Nobles lose their land to peasants—Land hunger—
Soil robbing—Doomed estates—Shall the land owners be compensated?—
Peasants helping themselves—Land committees—individual ownership of
land necessary for the development of the mouyjiks.

CHAPTER VIII

............................................................

Tsar glorification—When did Autocracy become a millstone about the neck of
the Russian people?—The duel between the Terrorists and the Government—
“Propaganda by deed”—The character of Nicholas II—Growing diabolism
of his Government—Persecution of the Children of Light by the Sons of
Darkness—The concessions of 1905—The Duma farce—Mismanagement
of the war—Overthrow of Stiirmer—The Rasputin affair—The provocative
Protopopov—Hunger riots—The events of the March Revolution.

CHAPTER IX

RETURNING REVOLUTIONISTS ..ot et

Revolutionists, sham and real—Data concerning a party of homing ref-
ugees—Story of B—Story of a woman revolutionist—The “life of the
hunted”—Loyalty to one another—The revolutionists’ opinion of America—
Confidence in the masses—Why the revolutionists are all socialists—
Prevalence of Marxism among Russian University students—How persecu-
tion interrupted the intellectual development of the radicals—The repatriated
revolutionists responsible for the triumph of Bolshevism.

CHAPTER X

Causes of the political incompetency of the bourgeo151e—The 1ntelhgents1a
as political leaders—Rise of the Narodniki—Their idealization of the obsh-
china—The coming in of Marxism—Social Revolutionists, Social Democrats
and Kadets—What the different parties expected from the Revolution—
Mensheviks and Bolsheviks—Why the Soviets rose against the Kerensky
Government—Land policy of the Bolsheviks—My interview with Trotsky—

79

.. 89



Contents

viii
The “control” of the factories—Where the capital will come from—How pro-
ductivity will be kept up—Can the leaders control the proletariat?
CHAPTER XI
CASTE AND DEMOCRAQCGY ..ot 99

RUSSIAN WOMEN AND THEIR OUTLOOK ......cccooveviiciiiiinecnennnnn,

LABOR AND CAPITAL

Excessive concentration of wealth in Russia—Class contrasts—The sys-
tem and its purpose—Origin of the great estates—The rise of serfdom—A
century and a half of slavery—Emancipation a “cheat”™—Weakness of
caste feeling among Russians—Fraternal manners—Influence of the “peo-
ple-worshipping” intelligentsia—The revolution quickens the self-assertive-
ness of the Masses—Why the bourgeoisie put up no resistance—A troop
train in Kakhetia—The loss of military discipline—The heritage from the
Old Régime—Errors of the Revolutionists—Bolshevist responsibility for the
demoralization of the army.

CHAPTER XII

The moral superiority of women—Russian women in new jobs—Attitude
toward their work—Stronger than men under temptation—Their excellence
of character—Want of chivalry in Russian men—Is male chivalry good
for women?—Independent spirit of Russian young women—Admission of
women to the professions—Access to the higher schools—Russian high school
girls—Ideals of Russian women—The “women’s battalion”—Causes of the
emancipation of women in Russia—Girls’ schools, “advanced” thought, the
role of the girl revolutionists—Prospects of the peasant women.

CHAPTER XIII

A feudal-minded employer—How the old régime held down labor—
Exploiting labor with a free hand—The effects of the Revolution on the
working people—The newborn sense of self-respect—Suppression of tips and
of petty graft—Helplessness of employers—Wage demands—The eight-hour
day—The slump in productivity—The employer loses the power to “hire and
fire—The dismissal wage—Grotesque demands—“Drunk with liberty”—

Syndicalist excesses—The Soviet organization—Why the bourgeoisie lay
down.

oo 110

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 122



Contents ix

CHAPTER X1V

RELIGION, THE CHURCH, AND THE SECTS ..o 135
Abundance of religious observances—The Orthodox priests—Russian
Church interiors—The social inertness of the Church—Lack of moral
leadership—Is Orthodoxy a dead religion?>—Christian traits of the peo-
ple—Almsgiving—Monasticism—Religious emotion—The aim of the
Church—Orthodoxy as the Christianity of a thousand years ago—
Symbolism—Bondage of Church to State—Pobedonostsev—The Sobor—
Can the Church survive>—The moral superiority of the Sectarians.

CHAPTER XV

THE UNITED STATES OF RUSSIA ...t 142
A Kommissar in Turkestan—The Empire as champion of order and prog-
ress—Bad side of Russian imperialism—Setting race on race—Assertion
of balked desires after the collapse of the old régime—Demands of the
non-Russian nationalities—Finland—Ukrain—The Cossack territories—
Georgia—Tartar aspirations—Siberia—Turkestan—A federal union for
Russia—Functions of a central government—Commerce, education, and
religion—Prospects of union.

CHAPTER XVI

PROSPECTS AND LESSONS ...t ssssae s 154
The workers’ republic—Signs of stability—Getting under way—Restoring
order—Are the Bolsheviks anarchists’—Are Lenin and Trotsky German
agents?—Will the peasants accept proletarian leadership?—Will the higher
services be supported?—The upward path the peasants should follow—The
workers’ republic not necessarily socialistic—Costliness of social revolution—
Influence of the Russian example upon labor everywhere—Is our country
immune to anti-capitalist agitation®—What we must do to be safe.



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]


