
Collected Poems

JANE KENYON



Contents

From Room to Room (1978)

1: Under a Blue Mountain  3

For the Night 5
Leaving Town 6
From Room to Room 7
Here 8

Two Days Alone 9
The Cold 10

This Morning 11
The Thimble 12

Changes 13
Finding a Long Gray Hair 14
Hanging Pictures in Nanny ’s Room 15
In Several Colors 16
The Clothes Pin 17

2: Edges of the Map  19
The Needle 21

My Mother 22
Cleaning the Closet 23
Ironing Grandmother ’s Tablecloth 24
The Box of Beads 25

3: Colors  27

At a Motel near O ’Hare Airport 29
The First Eight Days of the Beard 31
Changing Light 32



The Socks 33
The Shirt 34
Starting Therapy 35
Colors 36
From the Back Steps 37
Cages 38

Afternoon in the House 4i
At the Feeder 43
The Circle on the Grass 45
Falling 47
Afternoon in the House 48
Full Moon in Winter 49
After an Early Frost 50
Year Day 5i
The Suitor 52.
American Triptych 53
Now That We Live 57

The Boat of Quiet Hours (1986)

I: Walking Alone in Late Winter 61
Evening at a Country Inn 63
At the Town Dump 64
Killing the Plants 6 5
The Painters 66
Back from the City 67
Deer Season 68
November Calf 69
The Beaver Pool in December 70
Apple Dropping into Deep Early Snow 71
Drink , Eat, Sleep 72
Rain in January 73
Depression in Winter 74



Bright Sun after Heavy Snow 75
Ice Storm 76
Walking Alone in Late Winter 77

II : Mud Season  79
The Hermit 81
The Pond at Dusk 82

High Water 83
Evening Sun 84
Summer 1890 : Near the Gulf 85
Photograph of a Child on a Vermont Hillside 86
What Came to Me 87
Main Street : Tilton , New Hampshire 88
Teacher 89
Frost Flowers 90
The Sandy Hole 92
Depression 93
Sun and Moon 94
Whirligigs 96
February : Thinking of Flowers 97
Portrait of a Figure near Water 98
Mud Season 99

III : The Boat of Quiet Hours  1 o1

Thinking of Madame Bovary 103
April Walk 104
Philosophy in Warm Weather 106
No Steps 107
Wash 108

Inertia 109
Camp Evergreen no
The Appointment 111
Sick at Summer ’s End 112

Alone for a Week 113
The Bat 114



Siesta: Barbados 115
Trouble with Math in a

One -Room Country School 116
The Little Boat 117

IV: Things  119
Song 121
At the Summer Solstice 122

Coming Home at Twilight in Late Summer 123
The Visit 124
Parents’Weekend : Camp Kenwood 125
Reading Late of the Death of Keats 126
Inpatient x27
Campers Leaving: Summer 1981 128
Travel: After a Death 129
Yard Sale 131
Siesta: Hotel Frattina 133
After Traveling 134
Twilight : After Haying 135
Who 136
Briefly It Enters , and Briefly Speaks 137
Things 139

Let Evening Come (1990)

Three Songs at the End of Summer 143
After the Hurricane 145
After Working Long on One Thing 146
Waking in January before Dawn 147
Catching Frogs 148
In the Grove : The Poet at Ten 149
The Pear 150
Christmas Away from Home 151
Taking Down the Tree 153



Dark Morning : Snow 04
Small Early Valentine 05
After the Dinner Party 156
Leaving Barbados 158
The Blue Bowl 160
The Letter 161
We Let the Boat Drift 163
Spring Changes 165
Insomnia 166
April Chores 167
The Clearing 168
Work 169
Private Beach 170
At the Spanish Steps in Rome 172
Waiting 173
Staying at Grandma ’s 175
Church Pair 176
A Boy Goes into the World 178
The Three Susans 179
Learning in the Pirst Grade 181
At the Public Market Museum:

Charleston , South Carolina 182
Lines for Akhmatova OOM

Heavy Summer Rain 184
September Garden Party 185
While We Were Arguing 186
Dry Winter 187
On the Aisle 188
At the Winter Solstice 190
The Guest 191
Lather and Son 192
Three Crows 193
Spring Snow 194
Ice Out i95



Going Away 196
Now Where ? 197
Letter to Alice 198
After an Illness, Walking the Dog 200
Wash Day 202
Geranium 203
Cultural Exchange 204
Homesick 205
Summer : 6:00 a .m. 206

Walking Notes : Hamden , Connecticut 208
Last Days 209
Looking at Stars 210
At the Dime Store 211

Let Evening Come 213
With the Dog at Sunrise 214

Constance (1993)

I: The Progress of a Beating Heart  217

August Rain , after Haying 219
The Stroller 220

The Argument 224
Biscuit 226

Not Writing 227
Windfalls 228

II : “Tell me how to bear myself. . . ” 229

Having It Out with Melancholy 231
Litter 236
Chrysanthemums 237
Climb 240
Back 241
Moving the Frame 242
Fear of Death Awakens Me 243



: Peonies at Dusk 245
Winter Lambs 247
Not Here 248
Coats 250
In Memory of Jack 251
Insomnia at the Solstice 252
Peonies at Dusk 254
The Secret 2-55

“Watch Ye, Watch Ye” 257

Three Small Oranges 259
A Portion of History 260
Potato 261

Sleepers in Jaipur 262

Gettysburg : July i , 1863 263
Pharaoh 265
Otherwise 266
Notes from the Other Side 267

Last Poems

in Otherwise (1996)  and in A Hundred White Daffodils (1999)

Happiness 271
Mosaic of the Nativity: Serbia, Winter 1993 273
Man Eating 274
Man Waking 275
Man Sleeping 276
Cesarean 277
Surprise 278
No 279
Drawing from the Past 280
The Call 281

In the Nursing Home 282
How Like the Sound 283



Eating the Cookies 284
Spring Evening 285
Prognosis 286
Afternoon at MacDowell 287
Fat 288

The Way Things Are in Franklin 289
Dutch Interiors 290
Reading Aloud to My Father 291
Woman , Why Are You Weeping? 292
The Sick Wife 297

Uncollected Poems

What It’s Like 301
Indolence in Early Winter 302
Breakfast at the Mount Washington Hotel 303
At the IGA : Franklin , New Hampshire 305

Translations:

Twenty Poems ofAnna Akhmatova ( ip 8$)  3 07

Index of Poem Titles and First Lines  3 49


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]
	[Seite 7]
	[Seite 8]
	[Seite 9]


